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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the travel literature of Ibn Batutah and Zheng He, a comparative
descriptive study. The prgblem of the study was the effort to study the journey of Ibn
Batutah and Zheng He to the countries they visited. This study raises several
questions including: What is their view of the country they visit? What role do they
play? How are their observations? This study aims to uncover the journeys made by
Ibn Batutah and Zheng He through their observations on politics, social, economics,
literature, customs, tradition and religion. The researcher has adopted the historical
comparison methodology. This research has shown the efforts of both Ibn Batutah and
Zheng He in their journey. The study found that the journey of both Ibn Batutah and
Zheng He has contributed to the spread of different cultures and to the establishment
of peaceful and friendly international diplomatic relations. Ibn Batutah’s journey has
witnessed the condition of China and other countries and has contributed to the
documentation of Chinese history in medieval times. Besides that, there were seven
trips Zheng He made to Southeast Asia, Arab and Persian countries, which involved
not only trade, but also the political and diplomatic goals of the Chinese emperor. The
researcher recommends further studies of this trip from various aspects to strengthen
diplomatic relations between China and the Arab countries and Southeast Asian
countries. The same goes for the contents of their travel history, especially in courses
at Chinese universities and Arab universities and other Southeast Asian universities.
Finally, to establish a centre for travel literature in China and Arab countries as well
as Southeast Asian countries in order to strengthen the bonds of friendship between

countries throughout the world.
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